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thing else for us to celebrate, al‐
though Mr. W and I recently tested
positive and were laid low for a num‐
ber of days which was bad enough. A
huge thank you to friends and neigh‐
bours who were so generous with
their offers of help. The community
spirit is very much alive and kicking
in the parish I’m pleased to say. After
these disastrous last two years it's
high time we have something to look
forward to along with, dare I say, at
last a return to normality.
Jo

Age UK-Wiltshire Surviving Winter Grant
ge UK currently have a scheme in place which is aimed at older people
at risk of fuel poverty. If you are over pension age and on a lower in‐
come, you may qualify for a payment. Please call Age UK Wiltshire on
08081962424.
For working-age people there may also be support, please visit
www.warmandsafewiltshire.org.uk for further details.
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THE GARAGE – TROWBRIDGE LTD.

JW RANSOME SKIP HIRE

Vehicle servicing, repairs, MOTs, brakes, clutch, breakdowns
etc. all vehicles including motorbikes. Quota�ons provided.
While you wait service. Free collec�on/delivery in
Trowbridge and surrounding areas.
Tel 01225 781009
the_garage@live.co.uk

Skip hire-commercial and domes�c,
Metal Recycling, Grab lorry hire-for site clearance work,
End of life vehicle-efficient vehicle disposal

Tel 01373 461134/01225 769699
info@jwransome.co.uk
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his year seems especially ripe
for celebrations. The school has
already started and the church,
scouts and other village groups have
plans in the pipeline. We're talking of
course about the Queen's Jubilee cel‐
ebrations. The village hall will not
only be celebrating the jubilee but
also the centenary of its opening by
Lady Long in 1922. So make sure
you go along to the meeting on
March 5th in the village hall where
plans for the celebrations will be dis‐
cussed. As the Covid virus seems to
be on the wane, perhaps that's some‐
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Parish Council Matters
Parish Council Clerk - Nicky Bull
Tel. 01225 754552 or
email: westashtonpc@outlook.com
West Ashton Parish Council website https://westashton2020.org.uk/
.Parish Council – Councillors: Richard
Covington (Chairman); Horace Prickett
(Vice-Chair) and Wiltshire Councillor;
Steve Molloy, Ian Robertson. There are
now four councillors, which leave vacan‐
cies for three more that can be co-opted.
Please contact the Parish Clerk if you
wish to join the council.

week. Full training will be given. If in‐
terested, for more details please contact
Nicky Bull attaching a copy of your CV
at westashtonpc@outlook.com
Fly Tipping – Contact Wiltshire Council
on 01225 777234 or online at: http://
www.wiltshire.gov.uk/parkingtransport‐
andstreets/roadshighwaysstreetcare/my‐
wiltshirereport.htm

Planning
There are/were enquiries for a camping
site at Grange Farm, the parish council
duly wrote to Freedom Camping Club
simply expressing the council’s disap‐
At the present time, we have three parish pointment at not being informed of the
councillor vacancies on the parish coun‐ application or having been asked for
cil which we have struggled to fill, and
comments. The reply was that when the
are only just reaching a quorum. We also club assesses applications for exemption
find ourselves in the position where the
they consider a great number of factors
present councillors are long standing and and consult with relevant parties. They
may wish to relinquish their posts in the routinely consult with Local Planning
coming year. In order that we may con‐ Authorities and any resident that is likely
trol and influence what happens in our
to be at risk of nuisance or disturbance;
village, it is imperative that we fill these this may not include all residents within
positions, failure to do so will mean that an area but only those who are identified
Wiltshire Council may have to take over, in line with the club guidelines: https://
and all the monies accrued in the parish
www.freedomcampingclub.org/Impacthanded over for their use. I’m please to
assessment.asp
say we have had some interest expressed Consultations are conducted to gain fur‐
in joining the parish council, which we
ther information and understanding of
are currently pursuing.
local factors which may affect our de‐
cision. The club is granted the right to
Nicky has decided to resign for personal make use of land for the purpose of re‐
reasons, therefore there is a vacancy for creational camping and caravanning
parish clerk with effect from March
without the need to obtain a site licence
2022. This is an interesting and varied
from the Local Planning Authority. Sub‐
post that involves working mainly from
sequent change of use planning approval
home supporting the community fo‐
is granted by the Secretary of State by
cussed parish council. Salary is in line
virtue of article 3 of the Town and Coun‐
with NALC rates according to experi‐
try Planning (General Permitted Devel‐
ence, working three to four hours per
opment) Order 2015. Parish Councils
West Ashton Magazine
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have no formal influence in either of
these processes and therefore it is not
deemed necessary to consult with Parish
Councils directly. It appears the club is
happy to accept comments relating to the
use of land for the purpose of camping
and caravanning and any likely impact to
the locality from any party. However
they do not think it helpful to encourage

campaigns. The parish council was/is
simply concerned at the potential impact
of additional traffic through the village
and the impact that may or may not
have.
Richard Covington, Parish Council
Chairman

Can You Help?
had a phone call from a lady called
Linda Molyneux in Hampshire who
is trying to trace relatives of Freder‐
ick Arthur Rogers and Edward William
Rogers who both served in the First
World War and whose names are noted
on the memorial in Steeple Ashton. She
has some memorabilia belonging to her
father that she would like to pass to the
relatives. Apparently they both grew up

I

in a cottage in Steeple Ashton with their
parents; Frederick served in the Quebec
Fusiliers and Edward with the Royal Ar‐
tillery. Does anyone know a Rogers fam‐
ily living locally who may be relatives as
Linda would love them to have the
items?
Nicky Bull, Parish Clerk
westashtonpc@outlook.com

Poppy Appeal 2021
any thanks to everyone who contributed to our village
collection for the Poppy appeal. Thank you to all the col‐
lectors and I am pleased to report we raised £253.25.
Well done everyone.
Jackie Bradley

M

Power to the People!
ost residents in Bratton Road were affected by power cuts one day in Janu‐
ary, but this was nothing compared to the damage to Bill and Dorothy
Pow’s house in East Town Road during the great storm of May 1989. A bolt
of lightning hit their home and brought down their chimney stack and sent debris
through the roof into their spare bedroom. The couple’s greenhouse was almost
completely ruined, and the storm sent water pouring through the hole in the roof,
flooding out the bedroom. Luckily no-one was hurt.

M
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Larkrise Community Farm News
i everyone,
we’re back! I
would like to
apologise for our ab‐
sence in the last edi‐
tion. It has been very
busy here on the farm.
Due to staff absences,
we have had a couple
of staff off with covid,
but luckily we’ve been
able to keep the steady
flow of students com‐
ing in. Some have fin‐
ished their placements
with us but being re‐
placed with new stu‐
dents, we seem to have a healthy waiting
list which is very positive. Along with
new students we have on trial a couple of
new ponies, to enable us to restart the
Riding for Disabled group. We have had
to put out adverts for horses and ponies
as we have sadly lost two of our most
popular ponies to retirement. Tilley and
Flossie have been returned to their own‐
ers after both being with us on loan for
six years helping many children achieve
their goals, they are already being
missed! On trial at the moment we have
with us Pepsy a piebald cob and a little
chap named Bing (see photo) for the
smaller riders. At the moment they are
both going through the assessment stage
which can take up to four weeks, I will
keep you posted on their progress.

Pets’ Corner
elen Oliver owns two ex thorough‐
bred racehorses, Cheeny and
Sponge-Bob (right) and loves to
ride locally, as growing up in Edington,
she knows this area well. In the photo you
can see the farrier at work on Osric, also
an ex thoroughbred racehorse. Osric be‐
longs to Hollie, Helen's eldest daughter,
and has been with them for the past two
years. Helen, Chris and their four daugh‐
ters only moved to Orchard Close last Au‐
gust, and impressed by the community
spirit, were made to feel welcome
straightaway.
Jo Watkins

H

H

Since October you may be aware of
avian flu spreading across the country as
well as covid! We have had to keep all
our poultry shut inside, I can tell you it’s

certainly noisy when you open the barn
door at Ashton Meadows. Luckily, we
have stables inside to keep them in, and
they are let out to roam the rest of the
barn during the day. All birds seem to be
holding up well in their confinement, in‐
cluding dear old Henrietta our peahen.
We are gradually replacing some of our
fencing that has seen better days, and an
area for the pigs and goats in the summer
has now new fencing and gates. We hope
to carry on with more projects for fen‐
cing as grants allow. Over the winter we
have been housing four Hereford heifers
in our open barn in the yard for a local
farmer. They will stay with us until they
can be let out in the spring back onto his
fields. To the amusement of our horses
that reside next to them during the day,
we have even caught them grooming
each other! It’s good to be back!
Wendy Self
Farm Manager/RDA Group Coach
West Ashton Magazine
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Unbelievable!

olunteer Paul Workman was combining a pleas‐
ant walk on a sunny January day while carrying
out his footpath warden duties along East Town
Road, when he came across yet another blatant way of
avoiding the responsibilities of dog ownership. No
doubt the thought was that some other caring person
would dispose of the package, if not why worry?

V

Help with Cat Neutering costs until 31st March
The RSPCA Wiltshire Mid Branch may be able to offer help with the cost of
neutering cats and kitten up until 31 March 2022. For details visit
rspca.org.uk/Wiltshire-mid-branch/latest
West Ashton Magazine
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St. John’s Update
n spite of the covid virus, St
John’s held its annual events
- at the end of November,
the Christingle Service was
held for the children (thanks to
Jean Covington for providing
the Christingles) and this kick
started the festive period. The
Christmas Concert followed
swiftly on the 3rd December
when the Warminster Military
Wives Choir visited. It was an
evening of superb singing and
fun. The selection of festive
music carried both a senti‐
mental and humorous element.
Thanks goes to all who helped in any
can take place during this year. Thanks
way and to those who came on the night. go to Peter Holland for overseeing this
Special thanks go to Beverly and Pete
work.
Wills for illuminating the Church so
beautifully and to Jo and Geoff Watkins
St John’s holds two services a month. As
for making the mulled wine. After all
we head towards Shrove Tuesday (1
expenses were paid, a sum of £199.02
March) and the beginning of Lent; lead‐
went to the Church funds. During the
ing to Easter Day (17 April), Service
winter period, two special needs classes Dates are: 6 and 20 March, 10 April,
from the Castle Mead School visited the Good Friday, 15 April (2pm), and Easter
church and they posed many intriguing
Day, 17 April. May/June/July dates to be
questions. The Carol Service took place, decided). With the Queens Platinum An‐
even though masks had to be worn. The niversary in early June, a Commemor‐
Christmas Eve Communion Service was ative Service and floral tributes will be
well attended and the church was suit‐
held in the Church on Sunday, 5 June,
ably decorated. Unfortunately West
full details in the next issue of the village
Ashton School cancelled their end of
magazine. The churchwarden would like
term service due to the covid virus.
to thank Revd. Allan Coutts and his min‐
December saw a survey regarding the
isterial team; the readers; flower ladies;
Church dampness – the architect had
folk who provide prayers; loyal members
given permission and a specialist com‐
who provide contributions; the PCC and
pany (Complete Preservation) undertook all those who help in keeping our rural
this project. With the aid of state of the
church alive and functioning as part of
art technology (even a drone was de‐
the community. Wishing you a happy
ployed), a detailed report would be
and colourful spring.
drawn up. Hopefully, remedial work
Jean Robertson

I
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A January Walk
recently spent four days on ‘retreat’,
for the first time since lockdown, at
one of my favourite places – Lee Ab‐
bey on the North Devon Coast. The first
day, I eagerly retraced a ‘classic’ walk,
beginning through the Valley of the
Rocks, much loved by the Romantic po‐
ets, and along the cliff path to Lynmouth.
From there, I continued along the Coast
Path up the long climb to Butter Hill
(300 meters above sea level), eating my
‘first lunch’ on a bench in Countisbury
Churchyard, joined by a cheeky robin
after crumbs. Another walker caught up
with me and remarked that he was fol‐
lowing a route he had seen Kate Humble
do on television! My route crossed the
road and turned inland at Countisbury.
Walking up the farm track, I thought how
much my wife would enjoy this walk,
which combines dramatic cliffs, moor‐
land and river valley in an area that used
to be called ‘little Switzerland’. Almost
immediately, however, I passed through
a field of long horned bullocks (so
maybe not so good for Janet after all!) al‐
though, as it turned out, they were the
gentlest of creatures, not moving but fol‐
lowing me with large, sad eyes.

If You Go Down to the Woods Today…
f you go down to the woods today… well you
won’t find a big surprise! Or bears! But what you
will find at the end of Kettle Lane are dispensers
with free leaflet maps describing Clanger and Picket
Woods. These woods on our doorstep have been adop‐
ted by the Woodland Trust and they are setting about
managing the area to give clearer access. Apparently
the woods were once part of a great ancient expanse
called Selwood Forest that covered areas of Somer‐
set, Dorset and Wiltshire and there are historical
traces still to be seen.

I

I

At this point, the path began to descend
steeply off a strange promontory of land
jutting into the East Lyn valley and
thickly covered in ancient, gnarled and
twisted trees. Again echoing Alpine to‐
pography, it zig-zagged down the valley
side to Watersmeet, the popular Victorian
beauty spot where two rivers converge.
Sitting at a picnic table in the grounds of
Watersmeet House, a National Trust café
closed at this time of year, I ate my
‘second lunch’ and was mobbed by a pair
of even cheekier robins who took it in
turns to divebomb me, attempting to take
the food out of my hand as I ate! This
mild irritation left me less inclined to
share my food with them than I might
otherwise have been!
From Watersmeet, a path follows the
East Lyn River to Lynmouth, past the site
of the mineral water and Ginger Beer
factory which drew water from a natural
spring and used the power of the river to
drive the machinery. Like many build‐
ings lower down the valley, it was des‐
troyed by the disastrous flash flood in
1952. The final stretch from Lynmouth
back to Lee Abbey repeats the first part
West Ashton Magazine
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More information can be found at woodlandtrust.or‐
g.uk
Paul Workman
I was told that many years ago, children from our vil‐
lage school were taken bright and early to Clanger
Wood to hear the nightingales take part in the dawn
chorus. Apparently they’re nowhere to be heard down
there anymore. Can any ex pupil confirm this? Ed.

A January Walk (continued)
of the walk in reverse – although
the zig-zag path from the Esplanade
to the cliffs seems longer going up
in the afternoon than coming down
in the morning! Reaching my start‐
ing point again, my Fitbit told me I
hadn’t quite achieved my goal of 16
Kilometres (or 10 miles) so I car‐
ried on down to Lee Bay and back
uphill to Lee Abbey, completing a
satisfying January walk.
Allan Coutts

West Ashton Magazine
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Jubilee Wood Scout Campsite
hilst we are still busy planting
new trees where there are gaps,
we have also begun the rather
dramatic process of thinning areas where
the trees have begun to crowd each other
out or are badly leaning over. It will be
interesting to see if the deer will allow
any regrowth to establish itself on the
stools.
We have also begun to coppice some of
our hazels, though we will probably need
to fence these areas off to discourage
Bambi from eating the regrowth for
breakfast. Having removed thousands of
tubes, we are now having to put some
back in an effort to discourage the deer
from eating the bark – we have already
lost a few good-sized trees.
2022 being Jubilee Year reminds me of
the fact that we will be celebrating our
10th birthday this summer. Our project
was aimed at celebrating the Queen’s
Diamond Jubilee back in 2012 and we
laid the wood out in the shape of a crown
with a diamond at the top. If you look
carefully at the satellite image on Google

W

West Ashton School

Maps you can just pick make out the pat‐
tern, though I imagine that it will not be
long before the rides are obscured by the
trees.
We are hoping to mark this Platinum Ju‐
bilee by staging a fun activity day in
June with young members from the 12
Scout Groups in our District. Unfortu‐
nately, it will not be possible to include
the public in such an event but we do
hope to hold a couple of open days
around that time so that members of the
public, particularly our neighbours in
West Ashton, can come and see what we
have done with what was once a field of
oil seed rape and then became a sea of
glutinous mud.
Lastly, we are still looking for volunteers
to help us maintain the site. We meet
every Tuesday from 09.30 until about
15.30, and we would love to welcome
any ladies or gentlemen that could spare
even part of a day to look after the
grounds and put the world to rights dur‐
ing our coffee and lunch breaks.
John Cox 01225 864270

Wives Group
t our Christmas Party in Decem‐
ber, we enjoyed the entertainment
provided by some of our members
followed by a delicious pot luck supper
and everyone a winner raffle. January
was our annual Bingo session and we
still felt the tension even though socially
distanced. When Claire and Paula came
to talk to us in February, we were sur‐
prised to find what a busy life the don‐
keys in the field down the hill towards
Yarnbrook led. They win awards by go‐
ing to shows every other weekend

A

through the summer, where they are
driven pulling carts, displayed on a long
rein and jump over obstacles. They have
outings to the seaside and country ven‐
ues to give them a change of scenery
and are very useful in helping students
with problems. In March we are all out
to lunch at The Lamb in Trowbridge. In
April it is back to the Village Hall for a
Beetle Drive. Please come and join us,
we promise you a warm welcome.
Jackie Bradley.
West Ashton Magazine
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ince the new year,
we have been fo‐
cussing on celebra‐
tions. We were finally
able to meet together
again for our collective
worship and on a Friday,
the focus is ‘Celebra‐
tion’. Teachers thank a
child in their class each
week for showing one of
our school values: wis‐
dom, hope, agape*,
koinonia*, friendship and
thankfulness. We also
celebrate which of our Houses have
received the most points each week.
Top spot is a hotly contested position
each term as the winning House has
afternoon tea with the Head.
Across the school we have also celeb‐
rated Chinese New Year and were
treated to our Shooting Stars children
(EYFS) arriving into collective wor‐
ship wearing superb dragon masks.
We have also celebrated NSPCC
Number Day with the children all
making a number inspired game to
take home and play with family. Lego
Day was celebrated with a competi‐
tion – we had some great imaginative
creations to judge.

S

Our oldest children participated in the
West Wiltshire Dance Festival at The
Forum in Bath. This was another
wonderful opportunity to celebrate
their creativity and enthusiasm. At
the time of writing, we are looking
forward to holding an Easter Experi‐
ence Day at St Thomas’ Church, as
well as celebrating new life with
ducklings, butterflies and tadpoles.
In Term 6 when we return from the
Queen’s Jubilee weekend, KS2 chil‐
dren will be participating in a town
event to celebrate the Jubilee. We
will also be holding an afternoon tea
party and would love you to join us.

* To save you the trouble, the Editor has googled these theological terms.
Agape: the fatherly love of God for humans, as well as the human reciprocal love for
God.
Koinonia: Christian fellowship or communion, with God or, more commonly, with
fellow Christians.
West Ashton Magazine
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WW2 Taxi Runway and Hangar

Christmas Concert 2021 - Warminster Military Wives choir

J

West Ashton W.I.
e finished off 2021 with our
Christmas Party, delicious food
and fine wine in good company
followed by a delightful quiz set to sea‐
sonal music. A grand raffle completed a
great evening. Unfortunately our January
speaker was ill so instead we exercised
our brains with an interesting quiz, (who
knew a giraffe's tongue was blue?) We
look forward to welcoming Lyn Blythe
in February, who will tell us about “Nat‐
ural Remedies from the Hedgerow.” We
hold our A.G.M. followed with a potluck supper in March. Then a chilly sub‐
ject in April when Sarah Buttenshaw
takes us to “South Georgia and the Falk‐

W

he church was packed
with villagers and
friends for the annual
start to the festive season
and our Christmas concert.
It felt like a re-union as we
had all missed the friend‐
ships of social gatherings
during the pandemic
months. The church was il‐
luminated from afar by our
resident lighting experts
and looked stunning. The
warming mulled wine was
very welcome and our in‐
dividual mince pies re‐
minded us of precautions
still needed. Inside, the
church looked very festive with tree and
candle lights to set the mood. This year
we were entertained by Warminster Mil‐
itary Wives choir. They were all wives,
daughters, veterans or serving members
of Armed Forces and had a love of
singing which shone through their per‐
formance.
Their conductor and singers had such en‐
thusiasm and treated us to traditional car‐
ols and songs and poignant reminders of
what Christmas can be like for families
who are separated at this time of year.

T

ust off the A350 in a corner of a field
near West Ashton crossroads in the
direction of Semington, is what’s left
of a WW2 runway and hangar. The run‐
way was in the shape of a dumbbell and
approximately 100 yards long. This was
only used to taxi the aircraft i.e. to run
and turn within the circles before and
after landing. I was told by an elderly
gentleman, that when he was a young
lad, the ‘reconnaissance’ plane used to
take off and land on the A350. The air‐
craft used by the US Corps was a Piper
L-4 Cub and used to take off from short
air strips or roads known by the GIs as
‘Cub strips’. He could also remember that
the GIs used to have fun driving their
Jeeps up and down the grand staircase in
Rood Ashton Hall.
Steve Lovering
If anyone can supply Steve with any fur‐
ther information, would they please con‐
tact me in the first instance. Ed.

land Islands.”
The W.I. aims to provide entertainment
with fun and friendship so if you'd like to
join us, we meet in the Village Hall on
the fourth Wednesday every month at
7:30 p.m.
Jackie Bradley

There were individual solos and trios to
entertain us and readings to make us
chuckle. And who can ever forget the an‐
imated audience participation of the
twelve days of Christmas with maids a
milking, various birds wings flapping,
ladies dancing and to top it all the Lords
a leaping in the aisles. A magnificent
start to the festive season, and thank you
to all organisers. The evening raised
£199 for the church.
Jean Covington
PhotoJean Robertson

Not as famous, but no less
talented: West Ashton Carol
Singers in Orchard Close.
Photo: Geoff Watkins
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Pottering in the Garden

Village Hall News

hat a lovely day, the last day of
January! Frost disappeared fast,
and what better than the sun shin‐
ing - makes me want to get out and get
cracking. After all the rain we have had
it’s a very sunny welcome change! I’m
planning to grow some Jerusalem ar‐
tichokes this year as it makes a great
soup. Also some turnips as I was unable
to find any at the supermarket, and it
makes such a difference to a good old
fashioned stew with dumplings. I have
invested in some garden cloches (that
link together) in a Perspex material,
as the old glass ones seem to be either
not available, or extremely expensive, So
to warm up the ground ahead of time, I
plan to prepare the soil, and put the cov‐
ers in place early, and when the soil is
warmer, I can plant the seed directly into
the ground. I like to grow, carrots,
lettuce, beetroot and spring onions, and
this time I’m hoping this system will
protect them all from birds, sawfly, and
carrot fly. The design is good, as there
are two gullies along the length, with
evenly spaced holes to allow rain water
through, or manually water the gullies
from a watering can, with no need to re‐
move the cover if no rain is forthcoming.
I have sown some early Little Gem
lettuce and Lollo Rosso, as they can start
off in the greenhouse to plant out under
cover later. Last year I was too early with
the runner beans as we had so many
heavy frosts which delayed planting out,
and they did struggle to transplant, as
they were about three feet tall, a lesson
learned! Gardening does have its fail‐
ures, as well as its successes! I will be
planting my lettuce in succession, also
my tomatoes, as that will help to prolong

W

t last things are beginning to re‐
turn to normal with a few book‐
ings and some of the regular
hirers returning.
Events for the coming year:
Pub Night - 19th March is the Six Na‐
tions Rugby final weekend and to
make this an event, the village hall
will screen the France v England at
20:00 and invite you to a Fish and
Chip supper.
Updates are sent out on the village
hall emails, if you have not received
them but would like to, please email‐
westashtonvillagehall@hotmail.co.uk
so that you can be added to the distri‐
bution.

A

WE ARE ALL VOLUNTEERS AND WITHOUT THE SUPPORT OF YOU
THE RESIDENTS OF THE PARISH, THE HALL WON’T BE ABLE TO
FUNCTION – IT IS YOUR VILLAGE HALL FOR THE BENEFIT OF
EVERYONE IN THE COMMUNITY.
It is also the Village Hall Centenary this year, again suggestions welcome for
the event that you would like to get involved in organising.
Thank you to all the committee members and helpers for their support.
Richard Covington, Chairman, Village Hall committee.
West Ashton villagers celebrating
the Silver Jubilee. Don’t they all
look young?
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the harvesting period!
I am already seeing the white buds on
snowdrops, and have crocus in flower,
and the ‘Tête à Tête’ small daffodils are
well on the way with plenty of
leaves! I just love to see the new life ap‐
pearing, a promise that spring is on its
way. I potted two new green/cream helle‐
bores in terracotta tall pots at my front
door. They are beautiful, and flowering
in abundance, also they are known to be
hardy, but I’m not taking any chances,
as I am covering them every night with a
Sainsbury’s bag really meant for frozen
goods - the insulated foil lined one. It
works brilliantly and so sturdy that the
wind doesn’t carry them away. Still
plenty of wildlife, woodpeckers, one
hedgehog, far too many wood pigeons,
and I’m pleased to say, Oh Deer? NO
Deer! I do love to see them, but they are
so destructive.
TOP TIP: would be to clean inside the
greenhouse I use Jeyes fluid, although
only if you didn’t get to do it in the au‐
tumn. You will need to prevent those
little critters that will hatch out, hungry
to devour your young growing plants!
Wishing you an enjoyable start to your
gardening year.
Holly Westlake.
West Ashton Magazine
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Broccoli & Stilton Soup for 4

Jubilee Word Search

Just what we need for a wintry day.
Ingredients
450g broccoli florets
1 small potato – diced
25g butter
1 tablespoon olive oil
1 small leek, diced
800ml vegetable stock
I clove garlic, crushed
100-150g stilton cheese
100ml double cream
�
Melt the butter in a saucepan,
add the leek, garlic and potato then
cover and cook gently for 10 mins
until soft
�
Add the broccoli florets and
stock, then bring back to the boil. Cover
and cook for a further 6-8 minutes until
the broccoli is just tender and has re‐
tained its colour.
�
Stir in the stilton until almost
melted, then add the cream.

�
Blend until smooth, season to
taste and serve with crusty bread
�
Crumble extra stilton on top and
a swirl of cream and a sprig of mint or
coriander
Jean Covington

The Magazine 10 Years Ago
arish Council – The Core Strategy
would make a big difference in
Trowbridge or at least the green
fields between West Ashton and Trow‐
bridge with some 2,600 new houses and
a business park. This huge development
would have a significant impact on the
traffic at the crossroads and Yarnbrook
roundabout. Turbines – The parish coun‐
cil circulated a flyer with information of
the possibility of wind turbines being
erected at Grange Farm. A questionnaire
would be circulated to canvass opinion.
Village Hall – The meeting room was

P

transformed into a grotto for Father
Christmas to use at the children’s Christ‐
mas party which was attended by 33
children. An open afternoon was held
when residents and the surrounding
neighbourhood were invited to enjoy free
tea and home-made cakes and to find out
about the community groups, organisa‐
tions and activities held in the hall. The
village hall would have been 90 years
old that year. School – Computer lessons
for villagers had started with six at‐
tendees.
West Ashton Magazine
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Abbey allegiance anointed crown Elizabeth jubilee June
Lilibet oath oil orb palace pla�num prince queen reign
royal sceptre throne Westminster
Answer on p22
Margaret Workman

Fancy Fencework
Spotted by an eagle
eyed walker, this post
edges one of our many
footpaths in West
Ashton. Probably the
base of a lamppost illu‐
minating a drive in
years gone by, it sports
a decoration which re‐
sembles a Tudor rose,
who knows?
West Ashton Magazine
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Painting – ‘The Countess of Pembroke’s Arcadia’

In Memoriam - Tom Hill 1933-2022
om spent most of his working years
in IT selling computers around the
world in the years before they be‐
came so much part of everyday
life. Prior to which he was a Red Beret
in the Paras, a fact that he included in his
talk to the Wives group. He moved from
the London area, where he grew up and
spent the war years, to Warminster and
then to West Ashton where he lived
for 35 or so years. His wife suffered
from MS and he spent 16 years looking
after her, barely leaving the house, and
raising his two girls who now both work
in the medical profession. After the
death of his wife he emerged to join in

T

the life of West Ashton, becoming Chair‐
man of the village hall and a regular
at all the functions. During the last 12
years Tom travelled extensively, enjoy‐
ing cruising on the oceans and rivers of
Europe. He also much enjoyed all the
village activities especially the Friday
coffee morning, New Year’s Eve, skittles
and many other events. To the residents
of Orchard Close, he was always ready
with a helping hand, a kind word and a
smile when needed. He will be much
missed.
Lis Mercer (ex Orchard Close)

Cloth Road Arts Week - 30 April to 8 May
arious aspects of the history of
Wiltshire have been a great source
of inspiration for my art and this
painting had been long in the planning,
so I had the ideal opportunity to get star‐
ted on it during the first pandemic lock‐
down. The picture depicts parts of the
narrative contained in a classical story
‘The Arcadia’, partly written at Wilton
House by Sir Philip Sidney (seen here
stage left) in 1580 and it was dedicated
to his sister Mary Herbert, Countess of
Pembroke (seen here stage right) who
lived at Wilton. Wilton House is promin‐
ently shown in the picture, as it may
have appeared in the 16th century, based
on a sketch from the time. The story is a
fantastical Elizabethan ‘romance’ set
partly in Wiltshire and partly in a fic‐
tional ancient Greece and it deals with
many themes of duality such as harmony
and discord, mistaken identities and the
reassurance of order over chaos, so ele‐

V

ments of the painting veer from the pas‐
toral to the violent. The story is episodic,
so there are references to various pas‐
sages dotted about. The circle of royal
dancers, ‘the Race of Beauty’ is both a
reference to a passage in the book and re‐
flects the Elizabethan fondness for song
and dance. When considering the com‐
position, I pondered on how to create a
landscape behind the house. Ultimately I
decided on a simple arc to denote the
Wiltshire downs, and in front of that, a
tree line, based on West Ashton - the
view you can see as you travel towards
the village from Trowbridge.
The painting will be on display during
the2022 Cloth Road Arts Week30 April –
8 May at 33 Bratton Road.
The Countess of Pembroke’s Arcadia
97cm X 147cm
Acrylic on board
Paul F Workman 2021
West Ashton Magazine
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2022 sees the return of Cloth Road Arts Week after a four year absence. Paul
Workman stepped down as Chairperson after 2018 and new ‘management’
took over to steer the 2020 event – which of course never happened. So this
year’s visual art trail will run from Saturday 30 April to Sunday 8 May. Look
out for the trail brochure available during April.

West Ashton Magazine
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Village Hall Events

Useful Numbers

Dance Class Tuesdays at 10am

Dee Dee Wilde

01380 871608

Pilates 5-6pm and on YouTube

Amie Hawker

07738 449245

Tai Chi Monday’s at 10.30am
Wives Group 2:30pm 1st
Wednesday of the month
WI Fourth Wednesday of the
Month
Coffee Mornings Fridays 10.30 to
Noon
Moo Music Wednesdays
10 to 10.40 & 10.50 to 11.20
Zen Judo Classes. Age 8+
7:00 - 9:00pm Fridays

Brian Wooding

01985 213474

Jackie Bradley

01225 754100

Holly Westlake

01225 755866

Margaret Workman

01225 766998

Nicola

07534799276

Colin Delve

colin.delve@danone.com

Builder
Invictus Plus Care
CQC reg
Foot Reflexologist
Garage Services
Garage Services
Newspapers
Painter & Decorator

The Wives Group Christmas Party

Jubilee Word Search Answers
West Ashton Magazine
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Paul - New build, extensions,
renova�on specialist,
altera�ons.
Kay Kamunga home care for
the Elderly and Disabled
Annie Ritchens
Briken Motors
Garage….MOTs, servicing etc,
The Garage, vehicle servicing
repairs and MOTs, inc
motorbikes
Richard –Seend News

01225 753997/07799 563347
19 Bra�on Road,
01225 760356
01225 752002
Mob 07967630429
01225 755203
01225 781009
07702 868863
seendnews@gmail.com
Phil.su�on@live.co.uk
Mob 07961 030527
01225 761904

Phil Su�on
Chairman: Mr Richard
Parish Council
Covington
David Bradley Neighbourhood
Watch Village Co-ordinator
01225 754100
Police Concerns
Neighbourhood Policing Team Non-emergency No 101
PC Jack Thomas
Community skips in Canal
h�p://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/
Refuse
Road, Trowbridge for larger
rubbish-collec�on-days
items.
Clare Humphries, curtains,
01225 767703
Seamstress & So� Furnishings
dressmaking and altera�ons Mob 07929 122631
Services Sundays 10.30am.
St. John's Church
01225 777331
Rev Allan Cou�s
Taxi service.
Mon-Sat West Ashton to
Pickup 9.30am, 12.10
West Ashton Taxi Service
Trowbridge. Price each way: return 12 noon
West Ashton to Trowbridge. adult £1.60; child 80p;
Or 2pm.
children under 4 free. Bus
Tel: 0800 371297 to book.
passes can be used.
West Ashton C of E School
Debby Huxham Head Teacher 01225 754354
West Ashton Ladies Ski�les
Liz Hickerton
01380 870437
Team
No job too small – Garden
jayveeservices@outlook.com
Jay Vee’s Handyman Services maintenance, Paving, House
. Mob 07305975930
repairs, pain�ng etc.
Beauty Salon Manicure
31a Bra�on Road 07766
Kelly Beavis (Gi� Tokens)
Pedicure Facials etc
117813
West Ashton Magazine
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Coming Attractions
March
Wed 2nd
Sat 5th
Sun 6th
Sat 19th
Sun 20th
Tue 22nd
Wed 23rd
April
Wed 6th
Sun 10th
Fri 15th
Sun 17th
Wed 27th
May
Sun 1st
Wed 4th
Wed 18th
Wed 25th
June
Sun 5th
Fri 10th

Wives, Lunch at The Lamb in Trowbridge
Jubilee & Village Hall Centenary planning mee�ng 7pm,
Village Hall.
Church service, 10.30am
Village Hall, Live 6 Na�ons rugby final, 7pm start �ll late. Fish
& chips from 7pm
Church service, 10.30am
Parish Council mee�ng, 2pm Village Hall
WI, 7.30 Village Hall, AGM

Wives, 2.30, Village Hall, Beetle Drive
Church service, 10.30am
Good Friday church service, 2pm
Easter Sunday church service, 10.30am
WI, 7.30 Village Hall, South Georgia and the Falkland Islands
with Sarah Bu�enshaw
Church service, 10.30am
Wives, 2.30, Village Hall, end of season party
Parish Council mee�ng, 7.15, Village Hall
WI, 7.30 Village Hall, Topical Issues with fish and chip supper

Church service, 10.30am, to commemorate the queen’s
jubilee.
Cream teas, school, 3pm.
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