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The West Ashton Magazine is published quarterly by the West Ashton Parish Council. 
WAPC has devolved full authority for the magazine to an independent volunteer Editorial 
Group formed for the sole purpose of producing this magazine. The intention is to inform 
and entertain the residents of West Ashton. The magazine is distributed free of charge to 
all residents of West Ashton village. The Editors warmly invite you to submit reports, 
articles and photographs relating to past or future village issues and events, or any subject 
that may be of interest to the readership. The editors reserve the right to edit any 
submissions and make corrections, omit material or do minor reorganisation to any 
submitted work and reserve the right to reject any submissions. We prefer typed or 
electronic material. Photos will be returned on request. 

All material published in The West Ashton Magazine, including adverts, editorials, articles 
and all other content is published in good faith.  The West Ashton Magazine accepts no 
liability for any errors or omissions and does not endorse any companies, products or 
services that appear in the publication.   

All material is accepted on the understanding that it is copyright free. The West Ashton 
Magazine accepts no liability for any subsequent copyright issues.  

The West Ashton Magazine cannot accept responsibility for and does not endorse views 
expressed by contributors.  

We want the content of the magazine to be primarily editorial, but we will include small 
advertisements for local businesses based in West Ashton. The West Ashton Magazine 
does not accept responsibility for the accuracy of claims made by advertisers.   

No part of the magazine may be reproduced without the prior written consent of The 
West Ashton Magazine, 

Editor:  Jo Watkins - 01225 753196: g.watkins521@btinternet.com 

Producer:       Tim Le Mare - tim@westashton.org.uk 

Front page photo Peter Hughes, taken with webcam. 

All contributions welcomed.  Please send them, in the first instance, to Jo Watkins.   

PRINTING OF THE MAGAZINE IS 
SPONSORED BY 

BRIKEN MOTORS 
Servicing and Repairs of all types and makes of vehicles. 

MOTs/Pre-checks, diagnostics & electrical, clutch & gearbox specialists; 

air-con, batteries & exhausts. 

Tel: 01225 755203 – 
www.brikenmotors.co.uk  
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Editorial 

And so it goes on, a changing world 
and way of life that nobody would 
have imagined a year ago. This 
dreaded virus continues to hang 
over our head, but life goes on with 
Christmas trees for sale in the 
shops in August. Our gardens play a 
big part in this issue, all very differ-
ent, with new challenges imposed 
by the lockdown. Although gardens 
have never looked lovelier, the 
wildlife has gone to town causing 
havoc but tackled using ingenious 
homemade culinary remedies. We 
continue to make new acquaintanc-
es on our daily exercise and enjoy 
the local footpaths. Social distanc-

ing has put an end to the social and 
normal day to day life of many of 
us, with the enforced temporary 
closures of the village hall, church, 
Larkrise Farm and school. The good 
news is that there are plans to reo-
pen the village hall in accordance 
with government guidelines. We 
continue to advertise the usual vil-
lage hall activities on the inside and 
back pages, hoping that normal ser-
vice will be resumed as soon as pos-
sible. Read all about it inside. Con-
tinue to stay safe, value what you 
have and take nothing for granted. 

Jo 

VACANCY - PARISH CLERK 
 
West Ashton Parish Council invites applications for the post of parish clerk. This is an inter-
esting and varied post, worked mainly from home, supporting an active, community fo-
cused parish council. You will handle the agenda and take minutes for our bi-monthly 
evening meetings, all correspondence and financial accounts. Good literacy, numeracy and 
IT skills are required. Salary to NALC rates according to experience, about 3 - 4 hours per 
week, plus mileage allowance. 
 
Applications, with curriculum vitae to: Carol Hackett (acting clerk) 
Address - 23 Orchard Close, West Ashton BA14 6AU. Tel 01225 760372 
Or email westashtonpc@outlook.com for more information on the clerk’s tasks. 
 

mailto:westashtonpc@outlook.com
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Jo Watkins 

Correspondence 

Hi everyone,  
I thought I should let you all know that 
our Friday coffee mornings in the vil-
lage hall won't be resuming in the near 
future. I have received information 
from the village hall about the condi-
tions under which they could resume. 
These include:  
Sanitising of ALL equipment before 
and after use, including chairs, tables, 
kitchen equipment etc. 
A named person being responsible for 
ensuring this is done. 
All items required - number of chairs, 
tables, mugs, etc - to be notified in ad-
vance. 
Rooms required to be notified in ad-
vance, and cleaned. 

This is rather too much responsibility 
for me to take on by myself, with no 
help allowed. So sadly, I have taken 
the decision to stop coffee mornings 
until such time as none of these proce-
dures are necessary. Should re-
strictions be lifted in the future, I will 
be only too happy to restart them, as I 
felt that they had become a real social 
benefit to the village and beyond. I will 
certainly miss the friendly faces and 
chat each week, especially as many of 
my other volunteering sessions have 
also had to stop. Hopefully things will 
improve and we will all be able to meet 
up again before too long. 
Stay safe everyone,  
            Best wishes, Margaret Workman 

An empty and silent Bratton Road at the start of 

lockdown. The only time I’ve seen it resembling 

anything like this was when England played in the 

World Cup. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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COTTAGES FOR SALE 
Searching for something completely 
different I found this photocopy I 
made 25+ years ago of a poster I found 
in the Wilts Record Office:- 
 
1836 poster is advertising the sale of 
cottages and gardens in West Ashton 
and Black Ball. An 1840 map shows 
West Ashton Street was the modern 
Bratton Road from the bend at the 
current entrance to the school and up 
to East Town Road.  Black Ball was a 
settlement on the Black Ball Brook 
around about where the Co-op off So-
prano Way is today. At the time what is 
now West Ashton Road (into Trow-
bridge) was called Black Ball Road.  
 
The names of the occupants such as 
Keates and Barnett persisted in West 
Ashton well into the 20th century. The 
properties were being sold on behalf 
of the Westbury Poor Law Commis-
sioners around the time of the estab-
lishment of the Workhouse for this 
area. (The building still exists in Eden 

Vale Road, Westbury.) I assume the 
sale was to raise funds for the new sys-
tem of poor relief. Henry Pinniger, So-
licitor acted for the vendors. The firm 
of Pinniger Finch still exists in Church 
St, Westbury.   The auction was at The 
Longs Arms Inn, Steeple Ashton - still 
going strong today. 

Pauline Hume, Yarnbrook Road. 

As you all aware, West Ashton Road 
was closed recently for two weeks for 
so-called repairs to the tarmac and 
works to the verges.  The works which 
have been carried out resemble yet 
another patchwork quilt with the verg-
es mounded up with soil and stones 
which with the heavy vehicles are al-

ready starting to be spread across the 
road.  When the rain does eventually 
arrive goodness knows what the road 
will be like with mud over the 
road.  And heaven forbid one of the 
stones hits someone's windscreen, 
who will be liable?? 

Roe Heard 

Highway Robbery still exists 
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News from Larkrise Farm 

Slowly but surely the Larkrise Commu-
nity Farm is coming back to life! On 
June 15th we opened our doors to our 
wonderful adult students to return to 
work at the farm. This has made a big 
difference to our skeleton staff who 
have been working very hard to keep 
the farm running. We are working in 
‘bubbles’ on certain areas of the farm 
and keeping our ‘bubbles’ a safe dis-
tance from each other. Merlin one of 
our RDA horses has gone on holiday to 
a wonderful family. They say ‘a change 
is as good as a rest’ this goes for hors-
es as well! 
As you may have seen in the local pa-
pers, we were very fortunate to be one 
of the recipients for a grant from 

‘Wiltshire Foundation’ covid-19 Emer-
gency Fund. We received £10,000 to 
help with the running costs of the farm 
whilst having no students in, resulting 
in no income. We are so grateful to the 
Wiltshire Foundation as you can imag-
ine, we will now be able to welcome 
our students back (albeit in a phased 
way) knowing they have their familiar 
surroundings to work in. 
Hopefully in September we will be also 
welcoming the school children back 
along with our staff that have been on 
furlough since March, and also we will 
be able to open our doors to our many 
visitors. 

Wendy Self, Farm Manager 

Photo Ashley Wicks Students working in the garden 
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In response to Pam Norris's article in 
the last magazine we wanted to thank 
her and all our other fantastic neigh-
bours for keeping us sane during the 
lockdown (if that's possible of 
course!)  Firstly, thank you to the East-
er Bunny and her helper who delivered 
Easter eggs on Easter Sunday, such a 

kind thought; to Pam for keeping us 
and others supplied with the most deli-
cious homemade scones - a real treat; 
to Tom for the use of his drive, a god-
send at times; to Mary and her won-
derful family for swapping plants and 
keeping us amused with stories - it's so 
lovely to see Mary back at home; and 
finally to catching up with Sue and To-
ny and everyone else on a Thursday 
evening to clap and make some rather 
loud noises thanks to Neil's car's air 
horns! 
Last but not least to Paul and Rachel 
for tidying up the grass verges at the 
entrance to Orchard Close in the ab-
sence of Wiltshire Council - it looks so 
much better.  A big thank you to you 
both. 

Neighbours - everybody needs good neighbours 

Roe Heard 

Rabbit and 

Bee by Holly 

Westlake 

Are You Sitting Comfortably? 

Jean Robertson 
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A Friendly Way To Garden 

Nicky Bull's garden in Shepherds Drove is a 
testament to recycling and the war on 
waste. A retired HR manager from Bath, 
Nicky and partner Graham transformed a 
rubble filled area to an environmentally 
friendly garden when lockdown started. 
There were no plans to tackle the garden 
in the immediate future as they intended 
to travel, but in common with the rest of 
the population, due to lockdown, every-
thing was put on hold and so they got 
stuck into their latest venture. 
Nicky moved into the barn in December 
2016. Previously a milking shed, it had been 
sympathetically restored by the former 
owner. They’d already tackled the front 
garden using reclaimed stones to make a 
rockery. Recycled bricks had been used to 
lead up to the front door. However, they 
had to start from scratch on what was to 
be the garden behind the house which 
consisted of nothing but rubble and stones 
- a farm yard in a previous life.  
Graham a fire engineer, started by digging 
up the rubble which he then sifted to re-
move the soil, it must have been back 
breaking work. They were left with two 
tons of rubbish to get rid of. Free top soil 
was advertised on the internet, so that 

meant 12 visits to Warminster and back. 
Friends were getting rid of old sleepers 
which Graham used to edge the borders, 
and the pond with a small step specially 
installed for the smaller garden birds was 
an old pigeon bath due to be thrown away. 
During April Graham had left an old cider 
barrel in the garden with a hole cut in it. 
When the couple returned from their holi-
day in the Philippines, a baby robin was 
peering out of the opening as it had been 
used as a nest! Nicky then came into her 
own by starting on planting flowers she'd 
grown from seeds and plant swaps. Other-
wise, bird feeders and anything else that 
took their fancy were bought at car boot 
sales or salvaged from people living in the 
village (with their permission of course). 
There are plans in the pipeline to build an 
arbour from reclaimed timber, and to start 
work on another part of the garden which 
will be used for growing vegetables. Noth-
ing gets thrown away, and everything in 
their garden has been down to exchange 
or barter. 
During lockdown, the couple made friends 
and got to know others living in the com-
munity on their daily walks. Nicky was one 
of the volunteers helping to shop for those 
unable to do their own. They love living in 
the country and have attended various 
events in the village hall. They would like 
to see an extended village event, which is 
when yours truly mentioned the village 
festival held several years ago. There's 
something to consider folks, perhaps next 
year if Covid-19 allows? 

Jo Watkins 
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After a time of seeing mostly cyclists and walkers passing our house on Yarnbrook Road 
(A350) things have returned to the old normal on steroids. I missed a photo of the con-
voy of ten quarry lorries. A weight limit has been imposed on the Cleveland Bridge in 
Bath and all the HGV traffic is diverted to the A350. Bath’s gain is our torture 24 hours a 
day.  
We can’t find out when the diversion might end or if funds have been transferred to 
Wiltshire for increased highway maintenance. The Yarnbrook/ West Ashton relief road 
has been funded and was due to start in July 2020 (Wiltshire Council website). Sadly 
there’s no sign of action on in the field. 

Life Back To The New Normal In West Ashton? 

The view from my 
living room on a 

sunny summer 
morning. 

Pauline Hume 
Yarnbrook Road. 

A Snippet 
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Jubilee Wood Scout Camp 

Sadly, we have had to close our 
campsite to visitors due to Coronavirus 
restrictions and we shall probably re-
main closed until at least mid-
September. Our maintenance team has 
been taking advantage of the situation 
to refurbish our toilet block, which was 
suffering from an extreme case of 
damp. Hopefully, the new plastic va-
pour barrier and new damp-resistant 
flooring should have solved this prob-
lem. Lifting the floor has given us the 
opportunity to re-configure the block 
to provide more WC cubicles. To meet 
Covid-19 safety measures we are in-
stalling a 4-station hand-washing 
trough, though the challenge will be to 
persuade our grubby young members 
to actually use it! 
The grass and trees have been growing 
well and the absence of visitors has 
enticed a pair of moorhens to nest on 
our pond.  To increase biodiversity we 
have moved to a regime of cutting the 
grass between the trees every three 
years instead of annually and have 
been leaving patches of longer grass in 
our clearings and on either side of the 
rides. This has encouraged a surge of 
wild flowers and grasses with a corre-
sponding increase in the butterfly pop-
ulation. Fledgling buzzards and green 
woodpeckers have been taking ad-
vantage of the cover afforded by the 
longer grass to feed on the insects. 
Our plans to expand our woodland in-

to three surrounding fields are making 
some, albeit slow, progress with the 
good news that Wilts Council has 
offered financial support, in principle, 
towards the cost of some of the land 
and its subsequent planting and 
maintenance. This is in support of the 
Trowbridge Bat Mitigation Strategy 
which aims to provide replacement 
habitat for bats affected by new devel-
opments, such as Ashton Gate. I can 
find no reports of anyone having creat-
ed new bat habitat woodland from 
scratch, so this will be an interesting 
challenge. As part of this project, we 
have commissioned an ecology survey 
and it will be interesting to compare 
the results with the survey conducted 
in 2012 when what has become Jubilee 
Wood was just a field of oil seed rape.  

Moorhen’s nest before the eggs were 
taken by magpies 
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John Cox 

If I can remember correctly, the only 
finding of note then was a solitary 
bluebell growing beside the brook. If 
anyone has the time and knowledge, it 
would be great to recruit someone to 
survey and record how well we are do-
ing in increasing biodiversity on a regu-
lar basis. Me observing that we seem 

to have more brown butterflies than 
last year doesn’t really cut the mus-
tard! 
Lastly, if anyone’s search for lockdown 
hobbies extends to basket making, we 
have plenty of free willow wands avail-
able (on a “pick your own” basis of 
course). 

We prepare young people with skills for life 

In addition to the clanging of saucepan 
lids, whistles, rattles and an air raid si-
ren could be heard the roar of two vin-
tage motor bikes making their way 
down Bratton Road, paying tribute to 
the 10th and final NHS clap. Villagers 
Ben Ludwell and Paul Pursey both col-
lect and restore vintage motor bikes. In 
the photo you can see them with their 
bikes, Paul's 1980 and Ben's 1958 mod-
els. 

One Last Tribute 

Jo Watkins 

The village survived 10 weeks of the 
NHS clap to recognized the incredi-
ble work of the NHS and all key 
workers in numerous ways.  In Or-
chard Close the clapping each Thurs-
day was joined with a cacophony of 
car horns, hooters, pots and pans, 
dustbin lids.   

Roe Heard 
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Where do I begin, lock down is much 
the same as being locked up! I’m be-
ginning to feel the key has been 
thrown away, you just have to try to 
make the best of everything. It must 
be almost four months, I might as well 
be on a desert island, although even 
that would not be much fun on your 
own. It’s a very strange time, I really 
don’t like it at all, but  I am keeping 
busy, and thank goodness for the 
greenhouse, I’ve spent so much time in 
there, indeed I’m sure I have taken 
root. It’s been my saving grace, as I 
have produced lots of cuttings, and 
have been potting on for a past-time, 
also sowing seeds as not able to buy 
plug plants, which is a much easier op-
tion. I was able to begin selling plants 
while the garden centres were closed, 
and a table by my entrance worked 
well, with coins, and notes that magi-
cally fell through my letterbox. It’s the 
first time I have ever laundered mon-
ey  i.e. soap and boiling water. This was 
In aid of a chosen charity for this year, 
by my flower club, to raise funds for 
Dorothy House at Winsley, mentioned 
in the last edition of our magazine. I 
would like to thank all neighbours, 
friends, and passersby, who responded 
to my note that all proceeds go to the 
above named charity. I used my own 
best organic compost, and the results 
were outstanding! A total of £250 was 

made - thank you to all. 
In the spring, I was on my way to fill 
the coal scuttles behind my garage, 
and I was startled by the presence of 
two beautiful deer eyeing up my raised 
beds, they froze, and so did I. Then my 
instincts kicked in, as they were in a cul
-de-sac and I was in their way. I walked 
backwards very quickly. Little did I 
know that was just the beginning of 
dining at Holly’s. First, the flowers and 
leaves of the grape hyacinths, later the 
runner beans were stripped of flowers 
and leaves, as high as they could reach. 
Next came the roses and new leaves of 
the fuchsia, and I was glad that they 
had not eaten my broad bean leaves, 
No, they waited for the flowers, and 
we know what that means, no flowers 
no beans! And to cap it all, they dined 
on my autumn raspberries. Grazed 
twice, I thought they were just not 
very tall this year. In spite of all the 
lovely sunshine and rain I picked a 
mere 3oz, which I ate, so the ones in 
my freezer from last year, will 
be  made into raspberry jam, some-
times you win, sometimes you lose. 
For the first year my cherry tree was 
hung with bunches of pea sized green 
berries, absolutely loaded. I was so 
thrilled, enough for me, my neigh-
bours, and the birds, nearly right. The 
wood pigeons ate the lot while they 
were green, all of them! 

POTTERING IN THE GARDEN 
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So, with every gardening year, a differ-

ent story!   I love to see the wildlife in 

my garden. I have seen hedgehog, 

many more sparrows and finches, a 

pair of robins, woodpeckers, and the 

dreaded heron on my pond almost 

daily between 6-7am. Three litters of 

rabbits, in succession, sometimes they 

appeared five at a time. Aha, that’s ok, 

they only ate the clover. A recipe for 

what I call deer solution - I egg, 2tblsp 

bi carbonate of soda, mixed with one 

litre water. Mix together, spray on 

leaves, roses, all plants and veg. They 

find the bi carb bitter, and don’t eat 

any more than a bite. The egg is what 

glues it to the plant. Be sure to use an 

old spray bottle such as empty Win-

dowlene, as it would ruin an expensive 

pump sprayer. So, how have I over-

come all these problems? Well, four 

taller half round posts, supplied by my 

garden helper Steve, four rows of fish-

ing line - deer out, so far so good! Im-

mediately I planted replacement run-

ner beans, in the raised beds, and they 

have reached the top of the canes and 

are in full flower. Lesson here is never 

give in, and a panel and a gate linked 

with the greenhouse will keep them 

out of the cul-de-sac. No feeding sta-

tion at the bottom of the garden now, 

feels like I’m winning again? 

 

TOP TIP in your garden, we are so 

lucky to have one in these times, I’m 

now going to take time to enjoy it!  

Holly Westlake 
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Buzz is a one year old Golden Retriev-
er. He is the fourth Golden retriever 
that I have owned, and we chose the 
breed as they generally have a very 
good nature and are fantastic with chil-
dren. Having lost our 14 year old Re-
triever Izzy in June we decided to pur-
chase a puppy, and on the 5th August 
2019 he was chosen to become a mem-
ber of our family. He was collected on 
the 14th September at 8 weeks old and 
we made plans for him to attend Pup-
py training at the village Hall. Unfortu-
nately during his routine inoculations 
at the vets at 10 weeks it was discov-
ered that he had a blockage in one of 
his kidneys and would require urgent 
major surgery to remove it. Two days 
later this was completed and we col-
lected the fluffy bundle complete with 
Babygro type vest from the Bath Vets 
after an overnight stay. Thankfully he 
bounced back quickly and started his 
puppy training on the 17th October. 
Although being challenging in class 
and even having to stay behind one 
evening, he completed his Foundation 
Certificate and made lots of furry 
friends. I would recommend the Trow-
bridge and District Dog Club as the so-
cialisation and tips are fantastic. Buzz 
is a great companion full of life and 
extremely friendly – wanting to greet 
everyone he meets! 
Sue Tompkins, Shepherds Drove 
Footnote: Buzz is another casualty of 

the corona virus as puppy training clas-
ses in the village hall had to be can-
celled. Ed.  
 

Pets Corner 

Buzz, Sue and husband Rob on a day 
out to Hampton Court. 

Buzz with puppy training rosette 
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When I was approached by Jo as to 

whether I had anything to contribute 

for inclusion in the village magazine, 

my reply was, ‘No nothing whatsoever’ 

apart from the fact that the moles 

have gone.  ‘Moles’, said Jo, ‘What 

moles’? ‘Ah’, I replied, ‘I thought I’d 

told you about the moles?’  ‘I’m in-

trigued’ was Jo’s reply, ‘Tell me more’, 

so I did. 

 

My husband, Ron, had been having 

trouble with the odd mole hill erupting 

in his lawn since way before lockdown 

and had tried all sorts of supposed 

remedies to get rid of the pesky things. 

Then one evening on television he 

heard a presenter reporting that a 

good way of ridding your lawn of mole 

hills was to drop a pickled onion down 

the mole hole.  ‘Umm’, I thought, I can 

see my jars of pickled onions disap-

pearing in the not too dim and distant 

future!! 

 

Sure enough, it wasn’t too long before 

a little voice asked, ‘Lyn, have we got 

any pickled onions?’  I duly produced a 

jar for said use and Ron proceeded to 

drop his pickled onion depth charges 

down several mole hills.  All went well 

for many days, then we woke one 

morning to find each of the previously 

depth-charged and flattened mole hills 

newly erupted with a pickled onion on 

top!!  So, out went my husband armed 

with the remainder of the pickled on-

ions and a spade with which he cleared 

the soil away, dropped yet more pick-

led onions and a splash of vinegar 

down each mole hill and we waited 

with fingers crossed!!  Sure enough, 

‘Yep’ you’ve guessed it, the mole hills, 

plus pickled onions duly returned 

…………..Mr Mole was assuredly hav-

ing a jolly good laugh!! 

 

This meant war!!  So, my husband 

scoured the internet and located a 

mole catching gadget which you bur-

ied down a mole hill and it was claimed 

would rid you of any moles.  Ron or-

dered one, buried it down a mole hill 

and fingers crossed, so far so good, 

says she with fingers crossed!! 

Lyn Pybus 

HOLEY MOLEY!!!! 
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Parish Council Matters 

West Ashton  website http://www.westashton.org.uk/   
please send any comments to Carol at westashtonpc@outlook.com  

Richard Covington,  

Parish Council Chairman  

The Acting Parish Clerk, Carol Hackett Tel: 
01225 760372 - email: westash-
tonpc@outlook.com 
Website - West Ashton Website http://
www.westashton.org.uk/  please send any 
comments to Carol at westash-
tonpc@outlook.com 
Parish Councillors are: Richard Covington 
(Chair), Simon Alford (Vice-Chair), Steve 
Molloy, Ian Robertson, Horace Prickett 
(Wilts Councillor). 
Clerk –Carol Hackett has continued to look 
after the clerk role but there is still the va-
cancy for a permanent clerk. See details of 
this post in the ad included in the maga-
zine. 
 The parish council has been able to meet, 
initially via online “Zoom” meetings but as 
restrictions have relaxed has been able to 
hold meetings in the village hall. It doesn’t 
seem the same with one person per 2m 
table but needs must. The next parish 
council meeting is scheduled for the 16th 
September at 7:15 pm, please contact the 
parish clerk if you wish to attend so that 
social distancing can be organised. 
 Conservation – Reminder, there is still 
“tree fund” money available to encourage 
residents to plant fruit trees in their gar-
dens, the parish council will contribute a 
maximum of £15 towards the cost of the 
tree. This offer will be limited to one tree 
per household. 
Footpaths – various issues have been 

raised about the foot-
paths particularly 
WASH5, the one oppo-
site East Town by the 
Bus Shelter. The Countryside Access 
Officer Central Wiltshire has visited the 
footpath  
 Neighbourhood Plan – The REG16 consul-
tation conducted by Wiltshire Council start-
ed on the 3rd August 2020 and ends on the 
28th September 2020. Please see the sepa-
rate article in this magazine and how to 
access the documents and submit your 
comments. 
 Fly Tipping – Contact Wiltshire Council on 
01225 777234 or online at: http://
www.wiltshire.gov.uk/
parkingtransportandstreets/
roadshighwaysstreetcare/
mywiltshirereport.htm 
 Community Speed Watch (CSW) – The 
next step is the allocation of a speed de-
vice and then we can recommence speed 
watch, which I’m sure many think it neces-
sary to “encourage ”some” motorist to 
observe the 30mph speed limit in the vil-
lage. It would be really helpful for more 
volunteers to get involved. It is usually only 
a couple of hours a week and unlikely to be 
more than once every two or three weeks. 

http://www.westashton.org.uk/
mailto:westashtonpc@outlook.com
mailto:westashtonpc@outlook.com
mailto:westashtonpc@outlook.com
http://www.westashton.org.uk/
http://www.westashton.org.uk/
mailto:westashtonpc@outlook.com
mailto:westashtonpc@outlook.com
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/parkingtransportandstreets/roadshighwaysstreetcare/mywiltshirereport.htm
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/parkingtransportandstreets/roadshighwaysstreetcare/mywiltshirereport.htm
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/parkingtransportandstreets/roadshighwaysstreetcare/mywiltshirereport.htm
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/parkingtransportandstreets/roadshighwaysstreetcare/mywiltshirereport.htm
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/parkingtransportandstreets/roadshighwaysstreetcare/mywiltshirereport.htm
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Village Hall News... 

Re-Opening the Village Hall - The vil-

lage hall committee met on the 11th Au-

gust to discuss reopening the hall.  A 

COVID-19 Re-opening questionnaire 

was sent to regular hirers 

In order for trustees to make a robust 

plan of action in readiness for any pro-

posed opening of West Ashton Village 

Hall it would be extremely helpful if the 

questionnaire could be completed and 

returned by 1st August 2020.   

It is important the committee follows 

the government guidelines and ACRE 

(Action with Communities in Rural Eng-

land) has continued to update and is-

sue the guidance. On this base the 

committee was unanimous in deciding 

to reopen from the 1st September 

2020. 

Coronavirus guidance will be issued to 

hirers who will be expected to comply 

with the guidance that will be a condi-

tion of hire. All hirers must carry out a 

risk assessment before using the hall. 

It is likely that activities such as Pilates 

and Yoga with generally small numbers 

will be at the easier end of the spec-

trum of compliance, but larger gather-

ings will need to impose limitations in 

numbers, probably a maximum of 20, 

and be able to show they can properly 

comply with social distancing. Subject 

to further government guidance it 

seems unlikely that parties or village 

hall events will be able to start for a 

while yet.  Let’s hope that things will 

gradually get back to normal whatever 

that might be? 

Storm Damage - The village hall 

suffered some storm damage to the 

north gable end. This was subject to an 

insurance claim, which as so often hap-

pens took a long time to resolve. It has 

and repairs are being scheduled, how-

ever it is an opportunity to make some 

improvements. The mock Tudor facade 

is not in good condition; the black 

wood has already been “fixed” once 

and is now in a poor state again. There-

fore the entire facade will be removed 

and the window replaced and the wall 

behind made good. To achieve this it 

will be necessary to re-route the 3 

phase cable underground. This work 

should not mean the hall has to close 

but may cause some disruption to 

parking or power to the hall. This will 

provide a solution rather than a simple 

fix.   

 

Richard Covington, Chairman, Village 

Hall committee. 
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Programme of Village Festival below held in 1993. The sun never stopped shin-
ing and it was a huge success. 
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Many observant among you during lock-
down walking from the village along East 
Town Lane and looking through the gates 
or over the hedge, or walking your dogs 
with permission (for a small annual dona-
tion to an animal charity of your choice) on 
the grass headlands, will have noticed an 
unusual crop sown in the three fields on 
the right hand side.  Farmers Richard 
Cottle and sons have planted a diversified 
cover crop suitable for grazing, containing 
eight different plants including rye, kale, 
vetch, radish, turnip, crimson clover and 
tansy (phacelia).  This year the wet autumn 
and winter made it impossible to plant 
wheat, barley or oil seed rape either last 
autumn or indeed this spring, but has giv-
en us an opportunity to experiment.   
A diversified cover crop of this nature, par-
ticularly once eaten, trodden down and 
manured by cattle, will improve the struc-
ture and fertility of the soil, holding more 
nitrogen in it and encouraging worms and 
healthy fungi.  Above ground, the variety 
of plants encourages different insects, 
some of whom, so the theory goes, prey 
on others that may be eating certain of the 
plants.  An example is the flea beetle that 
currently, in the world at large, makes 

growing oil seed rape so difficult; it has 
been eating the kale leaves in these three 
fields, but not so drastically that the kale 
hasn’t been able to grow and “out-
compete” the predations of this little 
pest.  Ladybirds are one larger insect that 
may help combat the flea beetle.  At the 
time of writing, butterflies and bees are 
loving the crop as the radishes have 
sprouted and are showing a tiny white, 
some tinged violet, flower, and the tansy 
as well is flowering in lilac (see photo-
graphs).  The crimson clover should come 
through later on this summer.  Bird life is in 
turn enhanced.  The whole crop was grow-
ing well even through an especially dry 
May, and the deluge of rain in mid-June 
has really helped it shoot up and cover the 
ground with foliage, in itself protecting the 
soil. 
Once the cattle are on the land later this 
summer, I would urge caution as there will 
be electric fencing around the fields and an 
unpredictable bull amongst his ladies and 
their calves.  Even those with permission 
to walk on the headlands should desist 
while the cattle are grazing the fields. 
 

Tim Page 

Bee on tansy 

Cover Crops on East Town Lane 

Butterfly on radish flower 
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 Work has started on the footpath diversion between the school and church                                             

 

Photos Margaret Workman 

Our village footpaths with their right 
to roam have shown their true worth 
during lockdown.  Despite having lived 
in the village for over 16 years working 
full-time I have never explored nor fully 
appreciated the surrounding country-
side.  However, after losing my job in 
April I have embarked on daily adven-
tures with our youngest dog wander-
ing through fields taking in the stun-

ning countryside on our doorstep, en-
joying the peace and tranquility as well 
as chatting to villagers I have never 
met before.  Our dog is in doggy heav-
en and sits by my side waiting for the 
sign we’re off on another adventure 
and as for me, despite feeling better 
the waistline doesn’t show any evi-
dence!! 

Roe Heard 

Be safe - plan ahead and follow any 
signs 
Leave gates and property as you find 
them 
Protect plants and animals, and take 
your litter home 
Keep dogs under close control 
Consider other people 

The Country Code: 

Footpaths 

Roe Heard would like to thank Jean for 
the beautiful flowers outside the church 
and for maintaining the churchyard - it 
always looks lovely. 

Photo Jean Robertson 
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Once again Jenny Woodall has 
opened her garden in Kettle Lane 
under the National Garden Scheme. 
As another casualty of restrictions 
brought about by the corona virus, 
she is unable to provide refresh-
ments, but hope this rule will be re-
laxed at a later date. The only ad-
vantage the delayed opening has 
provided is to give her more time to 
plan the garden as she’d exactly like 
it. So make sure you visit, all pro-
ceeds to charity, and be over-
whelmed by the abundance of col-
our in beautiful surroundings. 

Jo Watkins 

BLOOMING LOVELY 
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West Ashton Neighbourhood Development Plan 
Regulation 16 Consultation 

 
Wiltshire Council is currently consulting on the proposed West Ashton Neighbourhood 
Development Plan, which has been formally submitted by West Ashton Parish Council. 
 
Following this consultation the comments received will be passed to an independent ex-
aminer who will consider the representations and recommend whether the Neighbour-
hood Development Plan should be put to a community referendum. 
 
The consultation starts on Monday 3rd August 2020 and responses must be received no 
later than 5pm on Monday 28th September 2020. 
 
Please be aware that all representations will be publicly available and may also appear on 
the Wiltshire Council website. 
 
Further information including the submitted neighbourhood development plan and how to 
comment can be found online via http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/planning-neighbourhood-
consultations  
 
Where possible, please provide any comments using the Consultation Portal. Alternatively 
an editable representation form can be downloaded from the Supporting Documents sec-
tion on the consultation portal, and completed forms can either be emailed to neighbour-
hoodplanning@wiltshire.gov.uk or sent by post to: 
 
Spatial Planning Team 
Economic Development and Planning 
Wiltshire Council 
County Hall 
Bythesea Road 
Trowbridge 
BA14 8JN 
 
If you have no access to the internet and you wish to view the neighbourhood develop-
ment plan, a copy can be sent to you on request by calling neighbourhood planning on 
01225 713598 or 770354. 
 
Following this consultation, the comments received will be passed to an independent ex-
aminer, to be appointed by the council, who will consider the representations and recom-
mend whether the Neighbourhood Development Plan should be put to a community refer-
endum. 
 
If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact Spatial Planning on Tel: 01225 
713598 or by email to neighbourhoodplanning@wiltshire.gov.uk  
 

 

http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/planning-neighbourhood-consultations
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/planning-neighbourhood-consultations
mailto:neighbourhoodplanning@wiltshire.gov.uk
mailto:neighbourhoodplanning@wiltshire.gov.uk
mailto:neighbourhoodplanning@wiltshire.gov.uk
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In the last edition, I wrote about some of my 
adventures with technology during Lock-
down!  Well, recently I took part in an online 
quiz with over 400 teams participating and 
was very glad of one piece of knowledge that 
helped our team earn full marks in the ‘Bible 
emojis’ round… and finish in a triumphant 
eighth place over all! My little gem of 
knowledge was that, in the story of Jesus 
walking on water, only Matthew’s gospel 
adds that Peter also briefly walked on the 
water. Possibly the other gospels omit this 
detail to save Peter’s embarrassment, but it is 
a fascinating biblical fact (see Matthew 
14:22-33). We can feel the drama of the mo-
ment: the wind and waves buffeting the 
small boat out on the dark lake; the disciples’ 
fear at what they take to be a ghost walking 
towards them; Peter’s characteristically im-
petuous request to come to Jesus on the wa-
ter; his momentary success, followed by ig-
nominious failure.   A bit like those cars that 
go from 0-60 in 4 seconds, Peter goes from 
success to failure, from glory to shame, from 
faith to fear in a matter of seconds. I may be 
wrong, but I detect a twinkle in Jesus’ eye 
throughout this story.  I think he’s affection-
ately teasing his disciples’ for their fear 
when, already rattled by the wind and waves, 
they mistake him for a ghost; and then again 
for Peter’s audacious, but foolish, request to 
join him on the water; and finally, when he 
inevitably succumbs to fear and starts to 
sink. I sense a lesson here on certainty and 
uncertainty.  One minute Peter is so certain 
he will be able to walk on water (and all 
credit to him, for a moment it works) but the 
next minute uncertainty takes over.   
We’re all living with massive uncertainty at 
the moment.   As the furlough scheme winds 
down, many will be facing redundancy in the 
coming months.  People who were shielding 
can now go out more, but how safe is it to do 
s o?  Some of us are fortunate enough to be 
planning holidays in the next few weeks, but 
we still don’t know for sure if we’ll be able 

to go.  And then, the questions we’ve all 
lived with for the last four months remain: 
how likely am I, or my loved ones, to fall 
ill?  How badly will we be affected? Could it 
even become life threatening?  Has the eas-
ing of lockdown been ‘too much too 
soon’?  Will there be a ‘second wave’?  In all 
honesty, none of us know the answer to those 
questions. I want to propose to you that true 
faith, and true wisdom, lies in knowing what 
we can be certain about… and what we 
can’t; finding a core of certainty which helps 
us live with uncertainty. 
Last month, Janet and I were able to spend a 
few days up in the Lake District.  After all 
the changes and upheaval of the last few 
months, I found it hugely reassuring that the 
hills, valleys and lakes of Cumbria looked 
exactly the same!  While some things we’ve 
taken for granted (being able to meet togeth-
er to worship, for instance) had been swept 
away, that majestic landscape remained un-
changed. It was a kind of metaphor for the 
things that are certain and remain, versus 
things that are uncertain and subject to 
change. More than ever, we need bedrock 
certainties that cannot be shaken. For in-
stance, Paul tells us three things remain 
when everything else is shaken – faith, hope 
and love.  Thinking of those Lakeland hills 
again, Psalm 36 says: 
Your love, O Lord, reaches to the heavens, 
    your faithfulness to the skies. 
Your righteousness is like the highest moun-
tains, 
    your justice like the great deep.     (Psalm 
36:5-6) 
Those are the sort of things we need to be 
certain about: God’s love and faithfulness, 
his eternal changelessness, goodness and 
power. Those are truths the vast majority of 
Christians have rested their lives on for 20 
centuries.  They are firm enough to take our 
weight, even if right now we feel like poor 
Peter sinking beneath the waves of uncer-
tainty.   

Allan Coutts   

Living with Uncertainty 
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St John’s Church Update 

 We are here pandemic or not! Even if the 

doors are closed, we are open in spirit. 

Cancelled, cancelled, cancelled.  Whether it 

is the calendar for village hall events; 

church services suspended or personal 

appointments – all show the word 

“cancelled” written alongside the date. 

However, even if services were suspended 

at church from Mothering Sunday, 22 

March, St John’s still had work to be ad-

dressed.  Grass to be cut (much thanks go 

to the churches neighbours for keeping 

the grass verges under control);  a new 

small notice board had been made to re-

place original rotten board;  inside of 

church walls (vestry side) have been 

washed as mould was becoming evident;  

new plants were planted in entrance gar-

den; the organ is being played fortnightly 

to help keep in working order;  Power 

surge unit has been installed and the light-

ening conductor has been earthed to new  

electrical safety requirement.  Smartwater 

affixed to all moveable objects for security 

purposes; woodworm treatment had tak-

en place; inspection of drains carried out; 

white safety lines painted on steps (thanks 

to Peter Holland); pews and various other 

wooden items had been stained/dyed or 

oiled; bell chamber cleaned out and bell 

serviced/oiled; kneelers washed; ivy being 

removed from field walls; rescuing two 

bats from inside the church.  Just a taste of 

some of the work undertaken when the 

church has been “resting”.  A good part of 

the Church calendar has been lost and it 

saddens those is involved not to be togeth-

er for Sunday worship.  

Measures are being 

put into place to reo-

pen, compiling a risk 

assessment review and following the thor-

ough Government guidelines; hopefully 

this will happen by the Autumn.   Revd. 

Allan Coutts and his ministerial team have 

done an amazing job supplying weekly 

video/you tube worship; virtual quizzes 

and coffee mornings; weekly news bulle-

tins being produced by Ruth Barber, keep-

ing church matters and information alive 

for all.  The first church service since lock-

down (22 March), at the newly refurbished 

St Thomas’ took place on 19 July.  There 

was socially distancing and the use of the 

overhead screens to follow the service.   

Who would have ever thought that you 

would have to book a place to go to Sun-

day worship, or even the wearing of a face 

covering in church, plus no singing !  Wor-

ship has not been denied to us, but there is 

nothing like worshipping in your own com-

munity and local church. Let’s hope and 

pray that the last quarter of the year will 

be far better and that the church calendar 

can be reinstated.  Although the Harvest 

Lunch has been cancelled ; we may be able 

to focus on a scaled down Harvest Service; 

Remembrance Sunday and all the Christ-

mas festivities.  It is so difficult to plan 

ahead in these unchartered and challeng-

ing times, although it is hoped to have a 

service in Sept/Oct. but no fixed dates as 

yet. 
Jean Robertson 
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It was with sadness that Sylvia Mills, a loy-

al and committed member of the church 

passed away in May.  Our condolences 

reach out to her husband John and family. 

Jean Robertson 

Sylvia, one of our senior parishioners, had 
been suffering from serious illness, but 
living at home in Bratton Road for several 
years. Apart from occasional visits to the 
hospital, she had been well cared for 
throughout this period by husband John 
Daughter, Diane, had planned to move 
house in order to be nearer her mother 
and provide some support to him. Sadly, 
her removal men dealt with this task on 
the same day that her mother died.  
Sylvia was born in Warminster Maternity 
Hospital in September 1939, at the outset 
of the Second World War. She lived in 
West Ashton all her life and attended
West Ashton Primary School where she 
happily worked later on in her life as one 
of their team of dinner ladies for very 
many years. Many of her colleagues, who 
are alive today, will have happy memories 
of the time they all spent together there. 
Sylvia was one of a large family of children 
raised by her parents, Walter and Hilda 
Griffin, comprising of four daughters and 
six sons, the family living in the Doreen 
Cottages, near the Village Hall. 
After leaving Nelson Haden’s Girls School, 
Sylvia worked for some time at Bowyers, a 
successful local business, where she met 
and eventually married husband John in 

1959. In 1977, Sylvia and John were fortu-
nate enough to move to the house they 
had lived in for the past 40 years. Their 
children all live locally, Diane, first born 
daughter and sons Ian and Adrian. She was 
always very active in our community, serv-
ing for many years as Church Warden and 
Parochial Church Council member, as well 
as being a very active member of the Vil-
lage Hall Committee. Her principle inter-
ests were in supporting charitable causes 
both at national and local levels. Although 
she regarded herself as something of a 
specialist in flower arranging, as a hobby 
she was also a very active, able and keen 
“skittler " in matches organised and played 
in the district. She is survived by her hus-
band, children and grandchildren, sister 
Eileen, brothers Dennis, Gerald and Antho-
ny, all of whom still live in the area. The 
numbers attending her funeral service at 
the Semington 
Crematorium 
were very lim-
ited, due to the 
Corona virus 
Pandemic. She 
will be sorely 
missed. 

IN MEMORIAM - SYLVIA MILLS 1939-2020 
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Regular Activities In The Village Hall 

Dance Class     Tuesdays at 10am Dee Dee Wilde 01380 871608 

Dog Training    Thursday’s at 6.30pm Ken Scott 07867 820497 

Pilates             At present on YouTube Amie Hawker 07738 449245 

Tai Chi             Monday’s at 10.30am Brian Wooding 01985 213474 

Wives Group  730pm 1st Wednesday of the month Marlene Pike 
Sylvia Preston   

01380 870272 
01225 765858 

WI                Fourth Wednesday of the Month  Holly Westlake 01225 755866 

Yoga         6.15pm Most Monday’s duration 1.5hrs Angeline Nicholson 01380 830458 

Coffee Mornings  Fridays 10.30 to Noon Margaret Workman 01225 766998 

Zen Judo Classes   Age 8+ Village Hall 7.00-9 Fridays. Colin Delve colin.delve@dano
ne.com 

Moo Music  10 to 10.40 & 10.50 to 11.20 Nicola 07534799276 

Taekwondo   Fridays 4.20 to 5.00 & 5.00  to 5.45 Nick 07921855900 

For more information on dates go to www.westshton.org.uk/hall 

Rood Ashton Manor, in its heyday, had 
four lodge gate houses and with the 
Manor, farm and parkland covered 
approx. 300 acres – one of the lodge 
gate houses is sited on the West Ash-
ton crossroads.  It is believed that the 
Church Lodge was built at about the 
same time as the church, being com-
pleted in 1848. T H Wyatt who de-
signed the church is said to have also 
designed the lodge.  It was initially a 
tied farm cottage, much smaller than 
today and was the entrance to the 
estate.  
 

 

Church Lodge   

Jean Robertson 

Photograph by kind permission of Mrs Edwards 
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Other Useful Numbers Contact Information 

Builder Paul - New build, extensions, 
renovation specialist, alterations. 

01225 753997/07799 563347 
19 Bratton Road, 

Invictus Plus Care 
CQC reg 

Kay Kamunga home care for the 
Elderly and Disabled 

01225 760356 

Foot Reflexologist Annie Ritchens 01225 752002 Mob 07967630429 

Garage Services Briken Motors Garage….MOTs, 
servicing etc, 01225 755203 

Library The Mobile Library visits Orchard 
Close 3.30 to 4 pm 

www.services.wiltshire.gov.uk/
MobileLibrary/Library/Stop/57 

Logs Logs for sale. Ben Pike 01380 870808 

Newspapers Richard –Seend News 
07702 868863 
seendnews@gmail.com 

Parish Council Chairman: Mr Richard Covington 01225 761904 

Police Concerns 

David Bradley Neighbourhood 
Watch Scheme. Village Co-
ordinator 
Neighbourhood Policing Team PC 
Mathew Till 

01225 754100 
  
Non-emergency No 101 

Refuse Community skips in Canal Road, 
Trowbridge for larger items. 

http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/ 
rubbish-collection-days 

Seamstress & Soft 
Furnishings 

Clare Humphries, curtains, dress-
making and alterations 

01225 767703 
Mob 07929 122631 

St. John's Church Services Sundays 10.30am. 
Rev Allan Coutts 01225 777331 

West Ashton 
Boomerang Taxi Ser-
vice 
 
West Ashton to Trow-
bridge. 

Taxi service. 
Mon-Sat West Ashton to Trow-
bridge.  Price each way:  adult 
£1.60; child 80p; children under 
4 free. Bus passes can be used. 

Morning pickup 9.30am, 
return 12 noon 
Or  2pm. 
Tel: 0800 371297 to book. 

West Ashton C of E 
School Debby Huxham Head Teacher 01225 754354 

West Ashton Ladies 
Skittles Team Liz Hickerton 01380 870437 

Footpath Warden Paul Workman 01225 766998 

Beauty Salon Manicure 
Pedicure Facials etc Kelly Beavis (Gift Tokens) 31 Bratton Road 07766117813 
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Parish council – There were plans to rotate speed indicator devices around 
Keevil, Steeple Ashton and West Ashton which should help make drivers more 
aware they are entering a 30mph zone, although there were reservations that 
some drivers fail to adhere to speed limits. These measures would be backed 
up by the police who were very keen to reduce the incidents of speeding and 
accidents in villages. The reservoir at the top of the village near the site of the 
mobile phone mast holds millions of gallons of water stored in between the 
limestone crevices. The ground above it is just like a field and belongs to Wes-
sex Water. It was reported that a horse had been dumped on this ground for 
free grazing. As there is no above ground water supply, the welfare of this ani-
mal was a cause for concern. Wessex Water persuaded the owners to remove 
it and the Parish Council acting as go between offered free grazing to the 
sheep from Larkrise Farm, knowing that these animals on the land would be 
well cared for. 

Village Hall – Chairman Vaughan Nichols completed a 26 mile walk organised 
by the Wiltshire Wildlife Trust, and was sponsored to the tune of £350 which 
went towards a new cooker for the hall. 

School – Year 4 and 5 children visited Albemarle Primary School in London, 
pairing up with Albemarle’s Year 5 so they could exchange experiences about 
growing up in London and Wiltshire. Plans were going ahead for Albemarle to 
visit West Ashton. Emerald class children went to Longleat in support of their 
rainforest project to get an experience of snakes and large hairy spiders first 
hand. The school put on a production of Roald Dahl’s Jack and the Beanstalk 
and an Indian dancer was invited to show the children how to dance in the 
style of Islamic culture. 

Church – Held a coffee morning in the Village Hall with stalls and melodious 
music played on the keyboard. All proceeds were given for the church window 
repair. The event raised £881, and with the kind donation of the parish council 
of £250 and some money already in the window account should secure the 
£1,200 to cover all repair work caused by a burglary. 

Art events – during the early summer, the village hosted three art events. As 
part of the Cloth Road Arts Week, the Pybus Studios staged a display of Wilt-
shire art and craft. The school held their own arts week in June based on their 
studies of famous artists followed by an exhibition in the church of seven Cloth 
Road Artist’s work. Refreshments were on sale and raised £45 towards the 
Church Organ Restoration Fund. 

THE MAGAZINE 10 YEARS AGO 


